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Andre Paradis’ paintings are landscapes of emotion that cut hard and bold with such great immediacy that the artist’s sources of inspiration are energized on canvas.  They are natural expressions of the human bond with place and although his travels encompass the extreme poles of the planet, his sense of intimacy with mountains, lakes, minerals, rocks and earth, creates a form that is at once familiar, calm and intuitively joyful to the viewer.  Paradis’ secrets are not whispered calls to an inner world but heroic constructions of light and texture that swirl and geometrically crop their way across the skyline with confident simplicity.
When Paradis tells the stories behind his paintings he recalls the exact day and time of his encounter, including the quality of sunlight and its direction in relation to the equator.  In his paintings, one can see the impression of cold snow covering the mountains, the horizon bathed in pink, the serene and silent wind off the lake, and the infinity of the sky.  What are hazy, almost milky hints of fog over a river becomes a unique balance of light in his work that equalizes day and night in one stroke.  Dancing light turns deeply warm, glittering like sparkling gold.  The stars fall out of the sky as the sun is still just out of reach and the silky drape of dampness veils the world before disappearing into the morning silence.


What raises Paradis’ work to an entirely different aesthetic than most artists of his generation is his brilliant integration of recycled glass powder in his medium. As well he integrates noble materials such as copper, golden and silvery leaves in the background of his paintings, bringing an oriental touch to the ensemble. The pieces of recycled glass bring a transparency and thickness to his subject.  Mixed with acrylic medium, the strokes of color are sensual and tactile, almost a sculpture within the painting.

Combining pure pigments with glass powder, Paradis creates a palette of colors and textures that is distinctly his own.  One can feel the very act of creation in the artist’s process and his contact with the painting remains roughed, a luminescent pictorial form.


Biographical notes
Born in Quebec City, Paradis relocated to Paris in 1994 where he set up studio on Rue Cassette. Here his pictorial signature emerged as he mastered the technique of integrating recycled glass powder into an acrylic medium.  In 1996 he received his first solo exhibition in Paris and a year later an exhibition at the prestigious Setagaya Art Museum in Tokyo.  Since then, Andre Paradis has taken part in over thirty solo and group exhibitions in the United States, France, Japan, Korea, Norway and Quebec.  He was awarded a gold medal in 2001 at the Concours International des Arts Contemporains in France.  His works are presented in a number of private and public collections, including the Cirque du Soleil, the Maison de Champagne Roger Brun, the Conseil General du Lot in France, the Fundacion Centro Cultural Altos De Chavon in the Dominican Republic and Costa Rica’s Science & Culture Museum.
